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Day 1:  Bell Work Activity/Pre-Reading Questions
• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write your name, date, and title at the top of the paper.
• You will complete this Bell Work with a partner, however each of you must write your answers on your own paper.  Answer each question using complete sentences:

1. How much do you think it costs to attend college?  Please identify/include any imaginable costs.  Itemize each cost.  (Yearly)2. When a student graduates college, are they guaranteed a job?  How much does having a degree help in getting a job/starting a career?3. Name different ways one can pay for college.4. What percentage of Freshmen actually graduate with a four-year degree?  Provide reasoning for your answer.5. Have you taken all the required courses needed to apply for college?



Sharing Responses and Class Notes
• Please draw a line under your responses.
• As a class we will discuss each question.  You will be taking a few notes on each question.  Here are the subtopics:

• Cost of College
• Finding a Job
• Paying for College
• Graduation Rates
• Required High School Courses



Reading the Article
• As a class we will read the article “College Graduation Rates Are Stagnant Even as Enrollment Rises, a Study Finds”
• As you read, think about the questions we completed and discussed in class.
• READ THE ARTICLE OUTLOUD AS A CLASS
• After reading the article, you will answer the following questions on your paper of notes:

1. Can you trust the information in this article?  Why or why not?2. List one fact you already knew.3. List one fact that you did not know or surprised you.
• Show Tosto your work for credit.  



The Assignment:  Group Essay and Presentation
• In groups of two - four you will write a short essay highlighting the positives and negatives of attending a college or university, a trade or tech school, or just simply getting a job and attempting to start a career.
• Your essay should be five to seven paragraphs in length.  If we have access to a computer lab, it should be typed and free from errors. You must cite your work in-text and have a works cited page.
• It must have an Introduction Paragraph (Attention Getter, Background, and Thesis/Purpose).
• The body paragraphs must cover the three areas stated above.
• It must have a conclusion paragraph.
• All group members must contribute in some way.



Presenting Your Essay
• You will have two days in class to work on this assignment.
• On the last day, each group will present their essays (findings).
• Each member of the group must present.
• We will have a short lecture on presentation skills the day before you present.  You will be required to take notes.
• IN ORDER TO RECEIVE CREDIT, I MUST HAVE A CLEAN FINAL DRAFT OF YOUR GROUP’S ESSAY ON THE DAY OF YOUR PRESENTATION!



Bell Work Day 2:  Structure of an Essay
• Please take out a piece of paper and a pencil.  Write your name, date, and title at the top of the paper.  

“Structure of an Essay”
Writing Prompt:  “To the best of your ability, please write down / list/ describe the basic structure of an academic essay.”
• When you are finished with this activity, please draw a line under your response.  Be ready to take notes.



Basic Structure on an Academic Essay:  Introduction Paragraph
1. Opening Sentence:  Attention Getter / Grabber

• Should capture the readers interest and make them want to read the essay
• Question, Quote, Statistic, etc.

2. Background Information
• Provides critical information to the reader so they understand the topic of your essay.
• Can be one to three sentences (no more than three).  

3. Thesis / Purpose
• What is your main argument or main purpose in this essay.  Write it in one declarative sentence.

4. Transition Sentence (if needed)



Body Paragraph(s)
• Provides the evidence or information to your audience.
• One body paragraph = one topic!
1. Topic Sentence2. Evidence (Information found during research / own knowledge)3. Explain Evidence (How does that info. relate to the Thesis/Purpose?)4. Commentary (Thoughts and opinion on the evidence and/or Thesis/Purpose)5. Transition Sentence (if needed)
• Evidence, Explaining Evidence, and Commentary can be repeated throughout the paragraph (two to three times).
• This is a general guide for the structure of a body paragraph.



Conclusion Paragraph
• Reviews the material and leaves the reader thinking in some way.
1. Topic Sentence
2. Summarize main points (brief summary)
3. Restate Thesis/Main Points
4. Final thoughts or comments that leave the reader thinking in some way (call to action, question, scenario, acknowledge the reader, etc.)



Grading This Assignment
• You will be graded on the following:
1. Bell Work Activity and Notes Day 1 (10 points).
2. Bell Work Notes Day 2 (5 points).
3. Lecture and Activity on Presenting to an Audience (10 points).
4. Your final Group Essay (40 points).
5. Your groups presentation of the Essay (10 points).


